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95th Birthday 


Friday, August 12, the Long 


Term Care Center of the Wasatch 


County Hospital was festive with 
streamers, music and tapping feet 
as friends and family gathered to 
honor Lillie Bell Fraughton on her 
9Sth birthday. 

Lillie was born August 12, 1888 
to Nettie Johnston and John 
Laidlaw Bell in Daniel, Wasatch 
County. On November 11, 1911 
she married Virgil Fraughton in 
Heber City. He died December 
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15, 1974. 
This union was blessed with 
four children, all of whom are 
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living. They are: Mrs. Norman 
(Virgie) Murphy, Roosevelt, Utah; 
Dee Fraughton, Orem; Mrs. Earl 
(Marie) Kohler, Midway and Mrs. 
lone Lewallin, Salt Lake City. In 
addition she has 16 grandchildren; 
33 great grandchildren and one 
great-great grandchild. She also 
has one living sister - Mrs. Ellis 
(Fern) Murdock, Heber City. 
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION 


VIRGIL F. FRAUGHTON is one of the efficient and popular officials 
of his native county, and at the time of his first election to the office 
of sheriff of Wasatch County, in 1914, he had the distinction of 
being the youngest sheriff in the entire State of Utah. He main- 
tains his residence and executive headquarters in the City of 
Heber, the county seat, and he is a scion of the third generation 
of the Fraughton family in Utah, his father, Homer Fraughton, 
having been born in Utah in 1855 and having been one of the 
sterling pioneer citizens of Wasatch County, at the time of his 
death, in 1918. 

Virgil F. Fraughton was born at Heber, Wasatch County, July 
4, 1889, and his civic loyalty and patriotism in his mature years 
have been in full consonance with the spirit of his native day. He 
is a son of Homer and Eliza (Peterson) Fraughton, the former of 
whom was born and reared in Utah, as previously stated, his par- 
ents having been converts to the faith of the Latter Day Saints 
and having become pioneer settlers of Utah Territory. Homer 
Fraughton was reared under the conditions and influences of the 
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pioneer days and in the passing years he made a record of success- 
ful achievement along both civic and material lines. He gave many 
years to service in varied public offices of localized order, was a 
mining prospector, was associated at times with logging and other 
phases of the lumbering industry, and served as foreman in dam 
construction work on the Provo River. 

In the public schools of Heber the present sheriff of Wasatch 
County continued his studies until he had duly profited by the ad- 
vantages of the high school, and as a young man he was associated 
with farm enterprise and logging, besides having clerked in a mer- 
cantile establishment for some time. It was shortly prior to his 
twenty-fifth birthday that he was elected sheriff of his native 
county, in 1914, and thus gained prestige as being the youngest in- 
cumbent of such county office in the entire state. He gave an ef- 
fective administration during his one term in this position, and in 
1917 he entered the employ of the Utah Copper Company, for 
which he served as a guard at the plant Arthur, Salt Lake County, 
during a period of two years. In 1918 he became foreman of the 
J. S. Murdock ranch on Kern Creek, and in the following year he 
became bookkeeper for the Heber Exchange Company. He re- 
tained this position three years, and in 1922 he engaged independ- 
ently in the ice business at Heber. To this enterprise he gave his 
attention until 1926, when he was again elected sheriff of the 
county, the office of which he is the valued incumbent at the time 
this sketch is in preparation. The Heber Chamber of Commerce 
claims Mr. Fraughton as one of its loyal members, he has member- 
ship in the Utah Peace Officers Association, and he and his wife are 
members of the Church of Latter Day Saints. 

November 4, 1911, recorded the marriage of Mr. Fraughton to 
Miss Lillie Bell, daughter of John and Nettie Bell, of Heber, and 

__the children of this union are Virgie, Dee, Marie and Ione. 
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Lillie Fraughton 


Lillie Amelia Bell Fraughton, 99, of 
Heber City, died Thursday, March 10, 
1988 in a Heber City hospital. 

She was born Aug. 12, 1888 in Bus- 
ville, to John Laidław and Nettie John- 
son Bell. She married Virgil Fay 
Fraughton Nov. 4, 1911 in Heber City. 
He died Dec. 15, 1974. 

She was a member of The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 


She was a member of the Thursday 
Bridge Club and Shakespearean Club. 

Survivors include one son and three 
daughters: Mrs. Norman (Virgie) Mur- 
phy, Roosevelt; Dee J. Fraughton, 
Orem; Mrs. Earl (Marie) Kohler, and 
Mrs. lone Lewallen, both Midway; 16 
grandchildren; 60 great-grandchildren; 
eight great-great-grandchildren; one 
sister: Mrs. Fern Murdock, Heber City: 
She was preceded in death by five 
sisters, three brothers and a great- 
grandson, Jeffery Probst. 

Funeral will be Saturday, 1 p.m., 
Olpin Mortuary, Heber City. Friends 


may call Saturday one hour prior to 


services, 
Burial in Heber City Cemetery. 
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